
NAPOLI, LISA.  “ARTIST DANIEL KNORR TURNS POTHOLES INTO ART.”  KCRW WHICH WAY, L.A.?.  7 AUGUST 2013.  PUBLIC RADIO.  WEB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTIST DANIEL KNORR TURNS POTHOLES INTO ART  

 
BY LISA NAPOLI 
 
IMAGINE A MAN DRIVING THE STREETS OF LA, BOTTLES OF WATER IN TOW, IN 
SEARCH OF POTHOLES.  BIG, JUICY POTHOLES. ARTIST DANIEL KNORR SAYS THE 
BIGGEST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OUR HOLES-IN-THE-GROUND AND THOSE IN 
BERLIN, WHERE HE LIVES, IS THAT WE DON’T GET MUCH RAIN HERE. 
 
SO, FOR HIM TO TURN THE POTHOLE INTO AN ART PIECE, OR A “DEPRESSION 
ELEVATION,” AS HE CALLS THEM, HE POURS WATER INTO THEM FIRST TO CLEAN 
THEM OUT (LIKE A WOUND), THEN TAKES A MOLD WITH A SUBSTANCE CALLED 
ALGINATE.  
 
BACK IN THE STUDIO HE SWIRLS IN COLOR, AND, VOILA, YOU’VE GOT A 
BEAUTIFUL, COLORFUL IMPRESSION OF SOMETHING THAT’S OTHERWISE A 
NUISANCE. 
 
BUT BEAUTY ISN’T WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOUT, SAYS KNORR (WHO SAYS WHEN HE 
WAS MAKING THESE IMPRESSIONS IN BERLIN, A COP STOPPED HIM AND HIS 
TEAM AND GUARDED THEM FROM TRAFFIC.) POTHOLES ARE HISTORIC 
DOCUMENTS, WHICH REPRESENT A MOMENT IN TIME.  TO WIT, ANOTHER OF HIS 
PROJECTS IS RETRIEVING GARBAGE FROM A CITY AND COLLECTING IT INTO A 
FINE-ART BOOK. 
 
BY THE WAY, KNORR WAS INTRIGUED BY THE FACT THAT WE HAVE A NUMBER 
HERE WHERE YOU CAN CALL TO REPORT A POTHOLE.  I DIDN’T TELL HIM THAT’S 
NOT LIKELY TO DO MUCH GOOD, THESE DAYS.  IT’S SO RARE WE HAVE ONE OVER 
ON THE EUROPEANS. 
 
DANIEL KNORR’S SHOW “DEPRESSION ELEVATIONS” IS CURRENTLY ON DISPLAY 
AT THE KAYNE GRIFFIN CORCORAN GALLERY. 


