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ADVISORY: President Obama to Award 2013 National Medal of  Arts and 
National Humanities Medal 

WASHINGTON, DC – On Monday afternoon, July 28, 2014,  President Obama will award the 2013 National 
Medal of Arts and the National Humanities Medal to distinguished recipients in the East Room. The First 
Lady will also attend. 

The National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities were established 
by the Congress in 1965 as independent agencies of the Federal Government. To date, the NEA has 
awarded more than $5 billion to support artistic excellence, creativity, and innovation for the benefit of 
individuals and communities. The NEA extends its work through partnerships with State arts agencies, 
local leaders, other Federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector. The National Endowment for the 
Humanities supports research and learning in history, literature, philosophy, and other areas of the 
humanities by funding selected, peer-reviewed proposals from around the Nation. The Endowment 
brings high-quality historical and cultural experiences to large and diverse audiences in all 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, and five territories. 

At next week’s event, the President will deliver remarks and present the awards to the following 
individuals and organizations: 

2013 National Medal of Arts 

• James Turrell, Visual Artist, Flagstaff, AZ 

 

James Turrell for his groundbreaking visual art. Capturing the powers of light and space, Mr. Turrell 
builds experiences that force us to question reality, challenging our perceptions not only of art, but also 
of the world around us. 


